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Peace River Electric CEO Issues Meter Challenge

Wauchula, Florida, Monday, June 21, 2010 –
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 Summer has arrived and temperatures are already soaring. As homes collect this summertime heat, air conditioners have to work overtime to maintain personal comfort levels. As a result, individuals may receive an unexpected surprise when their monthly electric bill arrives. 

“At this time of year, electric consumers don’t realize how much their air conditioning system is running,” shares Peace River Electric CEO Bill Mulcay. “We occasionally get a call from a member asking us to check their meter because they believe there’s something wrong with it, when in fact, they are simply experiencing more usage due to hot weather,” he adds.

Peace River Electric Cooperative (PRECO), headquartered in Wauchula, FL, serves more than 33,000 member/owners in 10 central Florida counties, across nearly 4,000 miles of power lines.

To prepare members for a possible rise in power bills, Mulcay invites them to read their electric meter and interpret the results. “By the time the bill arrives, it’s too late to make any adjustments to your electric usage,” says Mulcay, “so I would like to challenge PRECO members to read their meter for one 24-hour period.” 

Your home’s electric meter dutifully records the amount of electricity you use month after month. The electric meter measures electricity use in kilowatt-hours (kwh). One kwh equals 1,000 watts of electricity for one hour; the equivalent of using a 100-watt incandescent light bulb for 10 hours. 

“Simply write down the numbers shown on the meter, then compare it to the numbers shown 24 hours later,” explains Mulcay. “To predict monthly usage, multiply the 24-hour meter reading by 30 days. This will allow consumers to make adjustments to the a/c thermostat or make other changes in the home to control usage.”

PRECO maintains two types of meters in its service area. Digital meters, with a simple numbered display, are the easiest to read. Meters with clock-style displays are a little more difficult to read, but not impossible. Read this type of meter from left to right, noting the position of each pointer. When a pointer is between two numbers write down the lower number. 

“Reading your meter helps you become more aware of your overall usage, and being aware is the first step to making wise decisions,” Mulcay asserts. “Making even small changes can add up to big savings.”

To learn more about home energy efficiency visit PRECO’s website, www.preco.coop, for numerous tips, articles and web links or call the Energy Services Department toll-free at 1-800-282-3824.   

Peace River Electric Cooperative (PRECO), a Touchstone Energy® distribution electric cooperative headquartered in Wauchula, Florida, provides electric service and energy solutions to nearly 35,000 member/consumers in 10 Florida counties in central Florida: Brevard, DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands, Hillsborough, Indian River, Manatee, Osceola, Polk and Sarasota Counties. Through almost 4,000 miles of power lines, the electric cooperative has been in business since 1940 as a member-owned, not-for-profit organization.
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